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Eugene Willging 


Literary Guild---June Selection 


Then and Now. 
May 23, 1946. 278p. $2.50. 


Then and Now presented historical novel, whose 
central character Niccolo Machiavelli, and whose plot 
isa series events that might have happened the year 
Machiavelli that year was engaged his famous 
mission the court Cesare Borgia, mission that has 
become famous not for any important political conse- 
quence, but because most probably Cesare Borgia 
was that year, the height his unscrupulous 
and cruel career, who was the ideal ruler portrayed 
Machiavelli’s The Prince. What happens the novel 
has only accidental connection with Cesare Borgia, 
with the mission Machiavelli, with any other his- 

torical event. could have happened anywhere, and 
any time. 


Doubleday, 


Doran. 


Many years later, most probably the year 1524, Machia- 


velli wrote comedy, Mandragola, bawdy, freewheeling, 
but brilliant picture doemestic corruption, stupidity, 
hypocrisy and adultery. Having himself tried his hand 


playwriting, Mr. Maugham convinced that dramas 


are written out the experience the author; applying 
this formula Machiavelli, reconstructs story 
what might have happened the disorderly career 
Machiavelli while sojourning Imola, and what might 
have been, had occurred, the experience from which 
Mandragola was written. 


Bartolomeo Martelli was middle-aged man property 
inImola, married the time the story his third wife, 
and childless, situation which was wont attribute 
his wives and not any deficiency his 


His nevelist, reading Then and Now. 


wife. Accordingly concocted plot involving the girl, 
her mother, her confessor, and the intense desire 
Bartolomeo have heir. Bartolomeo was persuaded 
make pilgrimage pray for miracle his own 
favor; the suggestion was made Fra Timoteo, the con- 
fessor, and urged Machiavelli. During his absence 
Machiavelli was admitted the house the 
mother and daughter, Bartolomeo’s wife, and Bartolomeo 
would eventually think that his miracle had been granted. 
the very moment that Machiavelli leaving his own 
house, summoned the presence the Duke, 
matter arranged also Fra Timoteo who the pay 
everybody town. the meantime Piero, young 
protegé and companion Machiavelli, substitutes for his 
master. This fact unknown Machiavelli until months 
later when Bartolomeo seeks him out announce and 
celebrate the coming heir, when Machiavelli realizes 
that has been duped even more completely than 
Bartolomeo. 


The only claim that this book has termed his- 
torical novel the date the events, the mention 
Cesare Borgia and Machiavelli, and few scattered ap- 
provals Machiavelli’s cynicism. has all the easy 
superficiality The Razor’s Edge, and labors under the 
same failure produce single real character. Its entire 
appeal the impeccable style for which the author 
famous (though there one glaring lapse from good taste 
100 where says: “But this plan involved spending 
money and money was just what hadn’t got”). 


One has the feeling that engaged with marionette 


The 


wife was very beautiful and very young dressed properly for the period, they 


Machiavelli, after the manner men his kind 


arid and act, but only appearance. 


novels this type, conceived passion for the young. pulling strings according pre- 
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conceived design. Even the cynicism does not ring true, 
and the genteel despair about people general only 
mood, not emotion. 


will not take you long read the book, nor will take 
you very long forget you make the mistake 


reading it. 
Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Book the Month Club--- May Selection 
Butcher, Captain Harry C., USNR. Three Years 


with Eisenhower. Simon and Schuster. Apr. 25, 1946. 


911 $5.00. 


When General Eisenhower was appointed commander 
the European Theater Operations, asked the Navy 
for the assignment officer, who his aide would 
symbol the unity the Armed Services. Being 
granted the right make his own selection, chose 
personal friend almost two decades, reservist who 
immediately before entering the Service had been vice 
president the Columbia Broadcasting System. man 
large affairs can safely trust his memory; accordingly 
the General suggested that his aide keep “catalogue 
showing dates, places, and reminders interesting events, 
official and personal”. These instructions are broad, and 
they were broadly interpreted. 


The almost daily entries the diary the Captain had 
been asked keep mounted volume and served fre- 
quently Supreme Headquarters check facts, impres- 
sions personalities, and records consultations 
documents. After the war was over was only natural 
that publishers should interested first hand 
source concerning the Supreme Commander the 
conduct the war. From this background grew Captain 
Butcher’s huge volume. The manuscript had expanded 
about million words; the book attempts give 
honest picture the contents approximately two-thirds 
million. The General himself did not read the text 
the book; and does not profit financially from the 
sales will unquestionably enjoy. 


The volume opens with entry London July 
1942, and ends reverie-like evocation its chief 
events and personalities the home the author’s 
mother July 12, 1945. The events chronicled between 
these two dates are stupendous, world-shaking the one 
hand, and trivial humorous the other. They range 
—with due discriminations—from the antics the Gen- 
eral’s pup and the fate bottle Bourbon the 
mounting two great invasions and the final surrender 
Rheims. Anecdote and characterization abound for 
the whole catalogue famous names involved World 
War Europe. 


From the abundance the volume few impressions 
might singled out for comment. Churchill, 
from the author’s viewpoint, was often difficult person- 
ality with whom deal; the diplomatic finesse with which 
General Eisenhower handled the Prime Minister shows 
that his choice Supreme Commander was wise one. 
The exigencies quick and decisive action should clarify 
the Darlan affair for all except the journalists ‘at the 
time took obstructionist attitude. The unfortunate 


“soldier slapping” incident perturbed the General greatly: 


Maugham Butcher O’Brien 


Best SELLER 


the stern diplomacy with which handled his flam 
boyant commander marks him great leader. Beside 
General Patton, the commanders who essay the 
prominent roles this chronicle are Generals Clark 
Bradley, Montgomery, and Walter Bedell Smith. 
book Headquarters document, but the deep concer 
General Eisenhower for the common soldier emerge 
from many its incidents. The General too was 
with the press, and discussions army censorship 
well checked with the facts this book. its late 
pages the text seems protest almost too much 
the pleas Churchill and Montgomery drive 
Berlin, regarding the earlier Churchill pressure 
invasion via Southern Europe. The American general 
were interested primarily the rapid completion 
war; future historians will certainly speculate 
more broad prospective would not have been more 


not literally true that the book “monument: 
number small words”, but its competent style fash 
ioned from vocabulary not beyond that the ordinar 
American. divided into seven parts, and the 
have topical captions, thus enabling the reader brows 
his pleasure interest. number pictures ye, 
another feature that make this tempting book 


library shelf. 


Anyone may read this book with safe conscience. 
will appeal all who desire see unfolded the 
one the most dangerous threats Christian civiliz 
tion. 

Brother Anthony Frederick, 

St. Mary’s University, 

San Antonio, Texas 


* * 


O’Brien, Kate. For One Sweet Grape. 
23, 1946. 340p. $2.75. 


deeply moving novel based the life Ana 
Mendoza, sixteenth century Spanish heiress and great 
who made only one completely free decision her 
and that unhappy one. Using the known 
events the lady’s relationship with Philip 
and with other grandees the period the basis for 
plot, the author develops imaginative picture wh: 
may have happened among them account for the trag 
sequel their early devotion. Title and motif for 
book are supplied Shakespeare’s line, “For one 
grape, who will the vine destroy?” 


Doubleday. 


widowed Princess Eboli and Duchess Pastrana, 
urged the King return Madrid that 
more easily fulfill his obligation her dead husband 
his former Secretary State watching over the 
terests her young children. Underlying the 
excuse for the royal command was more personal need- 
the friendship which had existed between the two 
years before, had arranged marriage between 
twelve year old daughter the leading family Spai 
and his thirty-six year old favorite Minister, Ruy 
Silva. The marriage had not been consummated unt} 
Ana was nineteen, five years after she had begun 
a-black diamond-shaped patch over one eve, 
a.duel with her father’s page. spite her 
ment, her husband had loved her deeply, and their 
een: years married life were happy ones under 
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skillful tutelage and his delighted pride her ascetic 
Castilian beauty. 


And Ana had truly loved her husband, spite the 
fact that her childish affection had been given the 
reigning prince and that she had thought she was being 
prepared for royal marriage. All through her married 
life this loving friendship (which gossips 
dalous) had existed and the King had warmed his hands 
its innocent fire, gratified that should first her 
regard but never indulging his passionate vanity out 
loyalty her husband and out fear for his immortal 
soul. Now that Ruy was dead and Ana recovered from 
the despairing frenzy which had prompted her seek 
admission Mother Teresa’s Discalced Carmelites (the 
wise refusal which had caused the nuns lose their 
Pastrana convent)—now His Catholic Majesty would 
have her the same city with him that might relax 
her drawing room and feel young again her admira- 
tion and love. 


Unfortunately for his plans, shortly after her arrival 
Madrid, Ana became involved with one the new Secre- 
taries State, Antonio Perez, illegitimate son former 
priest, social climber and political opportunist, and the 
ablest man the King’s cabinet, whom her own husband 
had trained the business state. Her deliberate sur- 
render illicit love with this married man was more 
than little due her feeling never having taken over 
the direction her own life, never having managed 
herself, feeling which her childhood mutilation 
and her own damage Mother Teresa’s cause reform 
had contributed equal measure. Before their affair 
progressed many months, however, Ana was shocked back 
her senses henchman Don Juan Austria who 
spied upon her her bedroom and lashed her with his 
contempt. Realizing that all said was true, she de- 
cided give her lover. But then Perez, obeving 
earlier command from Philip have the man killed for 
political convenience, cause his death avenge Ana’s 
Whereupon the victim’s family demanded 
Perez’s punishment and revealed the liaison the King, 
and Ana out loyalty Perez his dangerous situation 
their old relationships once more. Philip, long 
love with the idea her being love with him and 
chagrined that this woman whom had never taken 
should have given herself his most trusted servant, 
his wounded vanity commanded her never see Perez 
again, and upon her refusal imprisoned her filthy 
tower. Released twenty months later the point 
death, she was afterwards confined windowless room 
her own estate and there remained until life left her 
crippled tortured body. 


Miss O’Brien seasoned novelist whose previous works 
have delighted many readers. none them did she 
reach the depth and understanding human motives, nor 
achieve the skillful counterbalance character intricacies, 
the rich and heady dialogue, the detailed, colorful, realistic 
setting, the fine summation moral values which this 
book shows. character individual and right, how- 


ever lengthily briefly introduced, from the vacillating, 
vain, pious and always- fearful Philip, the stocky, do- 
unlearned and thoroughly kind Duke Medina- 
Sidonia, Ana’s son law who commanded ingloriously 
the Armada sent against England. Ana herself pas- 
sionate and proud her Castilian heritage and rights, 


McSorley 


resentful that her father’s generation should have sur- 
rendered their ancient privileges; and her stricken de- 
fiance Philip’s command comes not much from dis- 
appointment her old friend’s disloyalty nor from her 
concern for Perez from her intense belief the right- 
ness personal liberty. Above all, she honest, honest 
with herself, her lover, her children and her king. No- 
where does this show more plainly than the chapters 
which describe her settling accounts with herself and 
with God, and her subsequent re-orientation the love 
God the hands her gentle old friend, the Cardinal 
Archbishop Toledo. 


The Foreword warns that aside from the basic historical 
incidents and the primary historical characters, the entire 
novel not judged against the facts history since 
rather the author’s “invention”. such highly 
successful and must rate one the year’s important 
novels. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


McSorley, Edward. Our Own Kind. 
$2.50. 


Mr. McSorley has wisely avoided any hint botanical 
terminology this novel but inevitably will com- 
pared with The Green Years and Tree Grows 
Brooklyn. His story, was the case with his two prede- 
cessors, child growing difficult environment but 
aspiring toward better things. addition story 
family life and the family, though somewhat crusty 
spots, always human. The locale Providence—the 
family, Irish—and the time, circa World War 


Harper. May 22, 


The orphaned Willie McDermott lives with his grand- 
father Ned McDermott. Ned crippled and stooped 
with years labor iron foundries but still indomi- 
tably Irish the very core, especially his hatred the 
English and the charm and wit with which meets 
life. also typically American his determination 
that his grandson shall have the education which will lift 
him out the slums, where the family lives, and into 
more respectable levels society. And Ned and 
Willie against the World—Ned hoping and longing and 
dreaming and communicating his ambitions 
tion Willie. Ned’s education does not include the 
gentle art reading but, order inspire the lad with 
love education, pretends the accomplishment. 
well does succeed that for years Willie never dis- 
covers the pretence and when does aids Ned main- 
taining it. 

The others the family not share Ned’s aspirations 
for Willie. Their vision limited the family’s im- 
mediate welfare and their own concerns. Nell, the 
grandmother, and Nora, her sister, together with Uncle 
Chris McDermott are always harping Willie’s faults 
and deriding his aspirations. And there nagging and 
acrimony the family but Ned overrides all with fine 
Irish lordliness and masterly control, protecting and nour- 
ishing the aspirations plants Willie’s 
moves and Ned and Willie face and overcome critical 
situation when Willie caught and brutally beaten 
cigarette-stealing escapade. help remedy the situa- 
tion the family moves South Providence where Nell 
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tudes 
foolishly loses the slender savings which Ned had en- volume can serve refresher course even for 
trusted her keeping. Then Ned’s other son, Pat, dies familiar with earlier studies. can tell 


result beating received attending Professional economists will naturally find that the bei 
accepts the added burden for has oversimplified many problems. They will Church” 
Pat’s family but chafes the prospect losing Willie’s many his detailed proposals. Nevertheless, plicated 
education. this type serves real purpose. tells what the Hitler 
South Providence Willie meets two nomic system can do, and why poverty and adult re: 
Father Joe and Father Jim, the first teacher Catholic are technologically such should recomme 
University and the second assistant the parish late discussion proposals abolish want land 

church. somewhat antagonized the manly-little- plenty. Discussion this sort will badly needed 

Christian code the latter but thrills the beauties and the next ten years. this light, Mr. Bowles’s book Quezon, 
the meaning the Church and her saints imparted recommended for serious students domestic problem: tury. 


the former during single summer. Ned dies sud Rev. John Cronin, S.S, 
pletely. has lost his beloved grandfather and, with Quezon, 


President 
was ever 
many 
Lanny Budd loose again. Through another six jsh officia 
pages assorted drivel the reader may follow him Aguinald 
This book notable mostly for its chatacterization Ned the same type adventure, the same locale with his 
McDermott and his influence Willie. Ned typically the incidents changed. Lanny, you remember, had man 
human and always warmheartedly so. However, many pretty playboy turned Socialist, illegitimate son ents, 
people will not agree with other characterizations, such Jove, art expert, confidante the haute monde, was “the 
that Father Joe the bustling, manly assistant nor ticians, industrialists and bankers. After trio affair 


family control passing Chris, must surrender all his 
aspirations and does with the knowledge that the Sinclair, Upton. World Win. Viking. May 
inspiration and the ideas given him Ned and Father 624p. $3.00. 

Joe will always remain his future support world 
petty meanness. 


will they agree with Ned’s contention that wants the two them ending marriages, our divorced the 
priest only tell him the difference between good and assumed the role art expert, first 
evil and how save his soul but not choose his politics manipulator world affairs soon sort super 
nor condemn his beloved Fenians. The book more special agent the employ none other 
than liberally studded with profanity and, times, both FDR. With the outbreak the war still continued 
language and action are the seamy side. the whole circulate through Europe sending his chief 
seems suitable only for mature adult readers. tip-off reports Hitler’s coming moves. 
eader, 
the last book Lanny had just joined the Germany never sus 


after aiding the British withdrawal Dunkerque. skill, and 
Bowles, Chester. Tomorrow Without Fear. Simon and present book begins with trip into Vichy France 
Schuster. May 20, 1946. 88p. $1.00 paper; $2.50 cloth. then the usual round-England, Germany, Spain, America 
etc. Lanny’s major accomplishment the discovery 
the plan invade Russia. also learns the 
Hess visit England, interpreted here 
meet with English appeasers last effort make peac 
that Hitler may freed for the Eastern Front. divide 
Lanny’s time spent America where adds dred page 
liam Hearst and the movie industry his collection The 
American Nazi-Fascists, discovers plot away period bet 
Roosevelt and helps initiate Lend-Lease. also receive} Only the 
The book says little that really new. 1946 course the atom bomb from none other political 
the various titles which have preparation for trip into Germany indicates 
telling that oversaving and underconsumption cause study their progress nuclear fission. His plane future bio 
depressions and low standards living. has been said the way Germany and Lanny forced into The bicer 
before Stuart Chase, David Cushman Coyle, George with broken legs. accepts bid from 
Soule, and others. But Mr. Bowles has restated the thesis yachtsman, whose daughter love with him, his studen 
stimulating and up-to-date manner. cuperate South Sea voyage. Hongkong, 
The basic argument that, technically speaking, can astrologer has foretold his death, Lanny trapped under the 
have economy abundance. have the raw ma- the opening Japanese hostilities. escapes, much 
terials, machines, management, and labor produce Laurel Creston, niece the millionaire and 
annual income 200 400 billion. just that crosses into free China, then into Communist Yenan 
must use intelligently what have. private business finally into Russia where this installment ends 
unable this, government must step and stimu- ference with Stalin. succeeding installment} 
late business through compensatory spending. will Comrade Lanny discover the Party Line and follow 


Quezon’s 
written 
1942 
country 


Apparently the intricate and discouraging problems 
public service have not daunted Mr. Bowles. any rate, 
this brief and challenging book appearing under his name 
would appear nominate him for further service the 
nation. The volume practically blueprint imple- 
ment the Full Employment Act 1946. would seem 
logical for the President turn him for assistance and 
advice administering this far-reaching law. 
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While these essential items the New Deal philosophy History the movies newspapers dish victory 
are not new, research and thinking have progressed since tory hindsight—history—??? Everything that has ferings 
the earlier books were written. Mr. Bowles embodies all Mr. Sinclair’s earlier Budd books can 
the new material, such the tax studies the Committee this. There the same Socialism tending now Roosevelt 
Economic Development. Because this, the new left, the same idiotic panpsychism, the same immoral 
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tudes toward love and sex, the same falsification, the 
same hatred the Church. page read “All 
can tell you that the only way Catholic can liberal 
being ignorant the fundamental doctrines his 
Church”. page 164 the Catholic hierarchy im- 
plicated plot remove Roosevelt. Remember what 
Hitler did with lies. This book would not injure mature 
adult readers but this reviewer can see reason for 
recommending that anyone waste time reading it. 


* * + 


Quezon, Manuel Luis. The Good Fight. Appleton, Cen- 
tury. May 1946. 336p. $4.00. 


his introduction this autobiography Manuel 
Quezon, General Douglas MacArthur applies the late 
President the Philippines the words Browning: 
was ever fighter, so—one fight more, the best and the 
last!” ix). long fighting career had involved 
many and varied opponents. began fighting Span- 
ish officials his native town Baler. fought with 
Aguinaldo against the Americans Throughout 
his long and stormy public career over forty years, 
had many fierce tussles with numerous political oppon- 
ents, both Filipinos and Americans. And finally, there 
was “the best and the last”, the struggle with Japan. 


the memoirs such inveterate fighter, one would 
expect find much invective, accusations, and recrimi- 


nations. But Quezon’s autobiography remarkably free 
these. The book without rancor bitterness. Repu- 


tations are respected. the simple, factual story 
truly humble man, who was his people’s greatest leader. 
pronounced the sincere humility the man that 
reader, who was otherwise unacquainted with him, might 
never suspect Quezon’s fiery temperament, his oratorical 
skill, and his dynamic qualities leader men. 


Publisher’s Note gives assurance that the book 
Quezon’s own words, with the exception three chapters 
written his confidantes. seems have been written 
1942 and 1943, shortly after Quezon arrived this 
country from Corregidor. 


divides his life-story into equal parts. The first hun- 
dred pages describe his early life student and soldier. 
The entire second half the book devoted the short 
period between Pearl Harbor and the escape America. 
Only the intervening eighty pages deal with his long 
political career, from 1905 1941. This unequal division 
indicates the value the book source for some 
future biographer. 


The biographer will find fair amount material con- 
cerning Quezon’s youth his native town Baler and 
his student days the Dominican schools San Juan 
Letran and Santo Tomas University. His military career 
under the Revolutionary leader, Aguinaldo, described 
much greater detail. 


the latter part the book contained valuable 
Quezon’s reactions during the days immediately 
following Pearl Harbor, his life the besieged fortress 
Corregidor, and, above all, the severe mental conflict 
between his sense loyalty and faith the eventual 
victory America and his anguish over the present suf- 
ferings his Filipino people. too, his account 
negotiations with General MacArthur and President 
Roosevelt concerning his own future course action. His 


Quezon 


attitude toward former political associates who were re- 
ported have accepted positions the Japanese-formed 
civil government Manila one tolerance and trust. 
“convinced the loyalty the men who have ac- 
cepted positions the so-called new government” (p. 
257). “They are not says. are 
not traitors. They are the victims the adverse for- 
tunes war and sure they have choice. Besides, 
most possible that they accepted their positions 
order safeguard the welfare the civilian population 
the occupied areas. think, under the circumstances, 
America should look upon their situation sympathetically 
and understandingly” (p. 260). 


Quezon’s biographer will disappointed the brevity 
the section dealing with his long political career. There 
little this section which not already matter 
common knowledge. hardly more than sketch 
his brilliant campaign for Philippine Independence. 
summary his personal views the subject inde- 
pendence for the Filipinos, writes: had devoted 
whole life securing them not the name the form, 
but the substance and the essence liberty” (p. 143). 


The beauty the autobiography lies the insight which 
affords into the heart the man, Quezon. reveals, 
over and over again, his deep love and esteem for that 
magnificent Catholic lady, his wife, Dona Aurora. His 
affection and pride his three children frequently 
manifested. describes himself “the happiest hus- 
bands and the proudest fathers” (p. Very num- 
erous, too, are his expressions gratitude toward the 
many Filipinos and Americans who assisted him through- 
out his “good fight”. peculiar interest this time 
note the oft-repeated tributes paid Quezon 
Manuel Roxas, who only few weeks ago became his 
second successor the Presidency the Philippines. 
eloquent his praise Mr. Roxas. 1943, wrote 
General MacArthur urge him all his power 
evacuate Roxas from Mindanao. “Please, General, find 
Roxas. needed the Filipino people the years 
come” (p. 312). 


Manuel Quezon makes open profession his Catholic 
faith, and manifests real love and appreciation Cath- 
olic practices. understands the role Catholicism 
the life his people. 

makes one brief mention his long period separa- 
tion from the Religion his youth: read books which 
left mind some doubts the certainty the 
existénce hell taught friar teachers—doubts 
which after years contributed leaving for long 
time the Catholic faith and joining the Masonic Order. 
returned the old Church after children had grown 
up” (p. 70, disjunction which here recog- 
nizes—“Catholic Mason”—is worth remarking. 
disjunction which was not obvious many men 
background similar Quezon’s. 


frequently refers terms respect and gratitude 
the Dominican Fathers who had much with his 
early formation. But certain Spanish friar criticized 
for being “far from what his vocation required him be” 
(p. 37). this very criticism, however, Quezon again 
reveals truly “Catholic sense”, which was lacking 
many his elders. admitted the shortcomings 
individual friar, without jumping broad and violent 
“anti-clerical” conclusions. 


x 
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The chapter entitled “Executive Problems” one the 
three chapters compiled Quezon’s friends and advisers. 
are two statements which exception can taken. 
asserted that, the period before Pearl Harbor, 
“Many the largest haciendas were still owned church 
corporations the stories Rizal” (p. 167). This 
statement not easily reconcilable with the fact that 
Church lands, 1940, actually comprised only 3/20th 
per cent Philippine lands. The other statement 
refers “an attempt the Church impose religious 
instruction the public schools” (p. 172). expres- 
sion misleading far implies that the Catholic 
Church attempted foist Catholic instructions even 
non-Catholic students the public schools. 


During the last twenty years his life, Manuel Quezon 
had struggle against the tuberculosis which had 
contracted. Finally, worn out the hardships Cor- 
regidor and the long trip the United States, suc- 
cumbed the disease August 1944. This book 
which leaves behind him profession his many 
strong faiths and loyalties, and last testament his love 
and gratitude toward his wife, his children, his many 
friends and benefactors, and toward the Filipino and 
American peoples. portrays humble realization 
his own weaknesses and, the same time, the sincere 
belief that, taking things all all, has “fought the 
good 

James Meany, 

Jesuit Philippine Mission 
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Anderson, and The Flight and the Song. 
Longmans. May 29, 1946. 175p. $2.00. 


The misty moors and granite crags Devon, the winding 
river Dart, the fauna and flora, the houses and people, 
pixies, dimpsies and other like woodsprites are the char- 
acters this semi-poetic historical romance woven around 
events the days Henry VIII. The background the 
dissolution the English monasteries and the effect 
that policy the common farmers and 
craftsmen; those who know nothing royal policy save 
its immediate effects upon their The common 
people—ignorant, uneducated, superstitious, fearful, sel- 
fish, envious yet always alive fundamental problems, 
always understanding basic realities, always holding fast 
essentials. 


Village folk called Robin Hackworthy changeling and 
many shunned him superstitious terror. But some per- 
ceived that Robin was really God’s creature, witless 
the ways men, holding but little communication with 
them; wise the ways God’s lesser creatures with 
whom held frequent communion and whose beautiful 
service God praised poetic song—song which 
welled unconsciously from the innermost depths his 
being. Robin was solitary, embittered refugee; 
lived with people, worked for them when possible but 
always roamed the moors and hills Devon, always 
sang happy content the praise God’s creatures. 
Robin lived God’s cloister singing the praises the 
Creator the creatures his creation. 


When Robin’s parents died and Richard, the elder brother, 
brought his shrewish wife Joan live the Hackworthy 


farm Robin departed make his home the moors, re- 
turning occasionally houses the village for food and 


Anderson Bonsal 


Best 


lodging. For those who gave willingly left 
possessions became mysteriously more pro 
ductive. Robin increased not wisdom but 
Richard’s son John followed his vocation and joined the 
neighboring Cistercian abbey. Lizz Brownrigg, practical 
village girl also received call and joined the Augustinian 
Canonnesses lay sister. Then came the King’s Com 
missioners with the oath supremacy. The 
refused but the Canonnesses signed. However 
cases dissolution, royal decree, the organization; 
followed. John, not knowing where turn, wandered 
off into the moors and was drowned accidentally but Liz 
was helped escape foreign convent. The 
were angered the confiscation the monasteries 
their superstitious ignorance, inflamed hint 
Joan Robin’s changeling nature, thought rid them 
selves their troubles ridding themselves Robin 
They seized him and prepared burn him alive th: 
violated Abbey Church but died 
chained the stake and their remorse the people 
pented, being solidified their love God and 
other the love him they had willed murder. 


Poignant and somber yet withal lightsome and 
this story which lays bare the essentials 
nature. There nothing twisted, nothing hidden, noth. 
ing labyrinthine its development. slightly encum 
bered archaic terminology and expression yet witha 
clearly, simply and reverently done that none 
mistake its meaning. This book that can recom 
mended highly for all classes readers. 


* 


Bonsal, Stephen. Suitors and Suppliants. Prentice-Hall 


May 27, 1946. $3.50. 


Who would have thought that this late date inter 
esting and enlightening book the Paris Peace 
ence 1919 would appear? However, Stephen 
has accomplished the presumably impossible. ani 
Suppliants, which concerned with the demands 
the minority groups the Conference, even mor 
interesting, and strangely enough, more timely, than 
finished Business, which analyzed the 
sible for the defeat the Versailles Treaty (reviewed 
Best Sellers, May 1944). 


Bonsal, with impressive background army and 
matic experience gained far flung sectors the world 
served interpreter for House and Wilson the 
meeting, and was entrusted with many delicate mission 
both House and Wilson. Bonsal worked directly unde 
House’s direction, and one gets much better 
standing House from Bonsal’s work than from 
Intimate Papers. 


Bonsal was supposed reconcile the conflicting view 
points, far could, all the delegates who wet 
lesser stature than Clemenceau and Lloyd Georg 
Bonsal readily admits that the assignment was too 
for him, just would have been for anyone else. 

eighteen chapters presents excerpts from the diary 
kept 1919, and these excerpts throw light such 
ficult issues the problem Russia 1919; the 
between the Jews and the Arabs Palestine; Italy 
her demand for legal title Fiume; the quarrels 
the Polish factions Paris; the Greeks and their 
problems; the problem the Rhineland; and the Shar 
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tung settlement. the eighteen chapters de- 
separate problem; hence, the reader experiences 
sense confusion. Bonsal was decidedly objective 
1919, the diary has not been changed the intervening 
years. general, believes that Wilson did all that one 
could expect, the world being what was 
late April 20, 1919, Wilson had say Sonnino, 
Italy: “There must single, and hope shall not 
have say again, honorable standard for all these 
are pledged establish new basic prin- 
ciple, new international morality, one that has been 
often ignored the last century” (p. But had 
earlier (March 16) observed House, “If fail get 
perfect peace, which could proud, least 
must not let the world slip back into anarchy” (p. 229). 


Striking material presented relative the Polish atti- 
tude toward the Jews (p. 124-125); the Sudeten Germans 
and their difficult position receive due attention (p. 150- 
151); the reasons why Clemenceau wanted the Rhineland 
for France, and why could not get it, are well explained 
(p. 214); the developing friction between the Australians 
and the Japanese made understandable (p. 229); and 
such apparent betrayals Wilson his disregard the 
welfare the people the South Tyrol (p. 104), and 
Chinese rights Shantung (p. 244), are given honest 
analyses. 

Very interesting, too, and reminiscent the glorious hopes 
held 1919 for world welfare, are the statements the 
memorandum the treaty, prepared Wilson for 
circulation America. are few the magical 
expressions: “This treaty intended prevent all wars. 
say now that people have the right live their 
own lives under governments which they themselves 
choose set up. Nobody has the right impose 
sovereignty upon anybody else. Under the Covenant 
there not oppressed people not assured hearing” 
(p. 275-277 passim). 


Brave words, those, and glorious. They seem rather ironic 
now, America and Russia madly prepare for the war 
which will, someone said, not destroy the world but 
merely civilization. Possibly, after all, that would not 
such great loss some may imagine. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 

* 

Logan, Spencer. Negro’s Faith America. Macmillan. 


June 1946. $1.75. 


This emphatically good and valuable little book. 
author, Staff Sergeant Spencer Logan, born New Jersey 
and resident there until the recent war carried him abroad, 
won writing the first prize, contest sponsored 
the Macmillan Company, for the best non-fiction written 
American citizens serving the armed forces the 
United States, any other the United Nations. 


seven brief chapters, Mr. Logan discusses his own reac- 
tion his experiences (as Negro-American who all his 
has wanted just American); Negro leader- 
ship, (which considers largely unsatisfactory); 
cegnation from the Negro’s viewpoint” (It is, says, just 
distasteful blacks whites); “The Harlems 
(which finds shoddy, meretricious shams); 
hopeful portents”, (practical efforts North and South 
educate both races understanding, justice and good 


Logan Cannon 


will their dealings with, and attitudes toward, one an- 
other); “the Negro (the effects military train- 
ing upon him, his future civilian, his difficulties that 
must met); “the Negro and democracy”, (his loyalty 
it, the face his consciousness that good many 
Americans seem more zealous preaching and defending 
abroad than living home). 


Mr. Logan has evidently studied much and thought deeply 
his subject. has thorough knowledge Ameri- 
can racial problems, North and South; the various 
measures planned solve them; the varied obstacles 
the way these solutions. has thought for himself, 
and has worked out his own mind constructive 
criticism white and black strengths and weaknesses; 
set sober, realistic methods dealing with the inter- 
racial frictions, misunderstandings that 
each day call more urgently for alleviation. 


examples desirable leadership among his own race, 
Mr. Logan singles out such persons the late George 
Washington Carver, who without bitterness ballyhoo 
showed the Southern whites what genuinely great, good 
and useful life Negro could lead; Miss Adele Franklin, 
New York public school teacher, who has notably suc- 
ceeded building her Negro pupils sense racial 
self-respect and interracial friendliness; George 
Schuyler, the Pittsburgh Courier, who urges his Negro 
readers promote better race relations their own be- 
havior public; and the editors the Charleston, V., 
magazine Color, which especially stresses the constructive 
phases Negro life. 


Gratefully acknowledging the increasingly important role 
played many Protestant churches promoting better 
racial relations, Mr. Logan adds: “The Catholic Church, 
although much less active such organized means 
combating prejudice, probably has displayed practice 
fewer evidences racial discrimination, either among its 
clergy among its congregations”. his last chap- 
ter points out that the Negroes’ strong religious 
faith sustained them under slavery, now helps them 
appreciate that political democracy which way 
life founded principles like those the faith they have 
long held and cherished. 


Faith America worthy high commenda- 
tion all readers above grade school age. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Cannon, Jr., Grand. Mighty Fortress. Holt. June 
1946. 328p. $2.75. 


Here have intimate history the first twenty-four 
years the life Ezekiel (Zeke) Peele, New Hampshire 
boy and Congregationalist clergyman Massachusetts and 


Connecticut (1828-1852). 


Zeke nearly fifteen when Evangelist Watling comes 
hold revival the local church. Impressed Mr. 
power sway the emotions the congrega- 
tion, Zeke begs his father let him accompany the re- 
vivalist his summer tour preaching. his return, 
Zeke tells his father Abel that wants become 
minister. Abel, saying nothing his disappointment (all 
his labor the farm had been done with the idea that 
was building place for Zeke succeed to), sends 


p 


Zeke Andover College. After three years school, 
Zeke accepts offer become junior assistant pastor 
the “Twelfth” Congregational Church Boston. 


Zeke taken Deacon and his niece 
Viola. The Deacon, thorough-going old rascal—he 
silent partner the slave trade, and his “niece” Viola 
really his illegitimate daughter—sees Zeke fit tool 
for his own purposes. 


The Deacon conceives complex plan involving three 
steps: first, get Zeke married Viola; second, con- 
vert him rampant abolitionism; finally, make him 
pastor “Twelfth” Congregational. Then the worthy 
Deacon, closely allied with important figure religious 
and anti-slavery circles, can pursue unsuspected his pro- 
fitable secret traffic Negroes. 

Zeke easily manoeuvred into proposing marriage the 
only young woman has much acquaintance with, and 
Viola glad marry almost anyone who will free her 
from living under the same roof with the Deacon. 


After marriage, the young couple visit Zeke’s 
old home, and while they are there, the second part 
the Deacon’s plan begins work out. Guessing from 
chance remarks Zeke that the Negro Joe, servant 
Abel Peele and Zeke’s childhood companion, runaway 
slave, the Deacon sets the law Joe’s track, and Zeke’s 
presence Federal deputy marshal kills Joe, who trying 
escape. 

Zeke returns Boston rabid hater slavery, and 
preaches violently abolitionist sermon, much the dis- 
gust the conservative element the congregation. 
Nevertheless, the Deacon shrewd trick contrives 
have him elected succeed the principal minister, who 


has died. 


Zeke, much demand anti-slavery orator, delivers 
his sermon many outside audiences and neglects his 
parish work, until, last, the “Twelfth” Congregational 
Church dismisses him. 


During the bitter months that follow, Zeke comes 
ognize and repent his egotism. last, “called” 
little church Connecticut, and there begins new 
life homely service his flock. 


There conventional happy ending. The Deacon’s 
slave-trading partner cheats, blackmails and ruins him. 
Viola well the way become model wife. Zeke’s 
parents rejoice see their son emerge from failure into 
The book’s title, taken from Luther’s hymn, 
Fortress Our God, seems bit arbitray, for none 
the characters (except perhaps Abel) appears have 
much conscious reliance Providence. 
However, Mighty Fortress well-written and enter- 
taining, though not important novel. Catholic readers 
may need warning not generalize from the characters 
the clergymen depicted it. The American Protestant 
clergy today are, general, far more spiritual-minded 
and self-sacrificing than any Mr. Cannon’s fictional 
parsons. And the same probably true the clergy 
century ago. 
Mr. Cannon’s novel would harm one, but seems 
best suited for adults. 

Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 


Godden 


Little 


Godden, Rumer. Thus Far and Further. 
Brown. May 1946. 196p. $3.00. 


Rumer Godden, who has lived much her life 
cutta, records here series verbal mosaics the scene 
sounds, color patterns, personalities and incidents sh; 
wishes fix permanently her memory 
spent isolated tea plantation the Himalayas jus 
prior the outbreak war the Pacific 
the Pahari language hill dialect Hindustani). 
tells flood, possibly that Noah’s time, which 
rising waters threatened engulf the 
affrighted populace appealed lama who left 
prayers and contemplation look upon the flood and 
utter the stern command 
and further”. 

Friends who feared for Miss Godden she retired int 
unaccustomed solitude asked her, what the worl 
will you there?” She answered simply, “Live there’ 
Unconvinced, they pressed further, “But what will 
do?”, and she answered even more simply, 
live she did with all her being. foreword she 
“There are only few things these 
and its hills and valley, Work, Flowers, Children, 
mals, Servants. There nothing else because there 
nothing else.” Two lovely little daughters, their Swis 
nurse, four Pekinese and host native servants, com. 
prised her household. Their cottage was “an island sur 
rounded tea”. From the plantation manager, from 
occasional visitors and from the servants she learned much 
tea lore. 

Despite isolation and silence there was moment 
boredom. Miss Godden discovered that she had gained 
control time which all previous time had controlled 
her. “When was child remember days that stretched 
into infinity, with the certainty other infinite days— 
certain, unhurried and brimmingly full. Now little 
that length seems coming back me; the days are quie 
longer, more sure than any since childhood; 
uneventfulness makes them full, because all the small 
things, things that have not had time notice, have 


Interspersed with Miss Godden’s impressions are “Con 
“Letters”, “Essays”, and least one 
the tiny daughters. Miss Godden master mood 
One tempted quote endlessly for only her own word 

can convey successfully the flavor her book. As, 
instance, when she advises her daughter put off learning 
read “You see, when you learn read you will 


born again into another world and pity bom} 


again young. ... soon you learn read you will 
not see anything again quite will all the time 
altered what you have read and you will also 
quite alone again. should stay yourself bit 
longer were you.” 


her religious belief, she says: believe the 
vidual who recognizes brotherhood and yet retains his 
individuality, being filled with it; and think this what 
mean God, God Force Spirit; God man and 
all things living; God Her observation the 
feast Christmas blending Christian and pagan 
customs with accent externals. 

Miss Godden’s book will please its stylistic writing, its 
creation mood, its power draw one into its 
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pretty book but uninforming, unessential. Drawings 
Tontyn Hopman are keeping with the theme and 
add its attraction. 


Struther, Jan. Pocketful Pebbles. Harcourt, Brace. 
June 1946. 428p. $3.50. 


Miscellanea, consisting verse written America, essays, 
incidents and impressions from the Continent, verse writ- 
ten England, short-short stories written several places, 
and addresses and talks made America, all the product 
ten-year period. Much the material has appeared 
magazines. 


The compilation such trivia assumes one two points 
view: either the materials are intrinsically important; 
the writer important that the least thing has 
written significant. the first score, this book carries 
great weight. The items are pleasant, facile, and for 
most part lightly humorous, though her public talks 
“United Jewish Appeal”) she can earnest and 
enough, and occasionally her verse though uniformly 
superficial imaginative and tender (cf. “The First 
Supper”). perfect bedside book, its multitude short 
items permit breaking off and closing the volume any 
time the eyelids grow heavy, and yet the interest 
cient forestall any guilty feeling wasting time and 
eyesight its pages. 
the score author-importance, the reader must decide 
for himself. Hundreds thousands found enjoyment 
and inspiration Mrs. Miniver; probably even more en- 
joyed its film version; almost many have come know 
the author’s personality however distorted version 
through her radio talks. The same personality radiates 
through her verse, essays and short tales: warm, friendly 
and understanding, though not for minute taken 
the vagaries human nature she describes. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* a 


Noyes, Alfred. The Golden Book Catholic Poetry. 
Lippincott. May 15, 1946. 440p. $3.50. 


This anthology Catholic poetry can hardly fail take 
its place once one the major collections the 
kind, beside the compilations Thomas Walsh and Joyce 
Kilmer. Though all three are intended compre- 
hensive, there remarkably little duplication among 
them, and this anthology warmly recommended 
even those who already have the other two. the 
particular credit this book are counted the sensi- 
tive and perceptive introduction Alfred Noyes has written 
for it, and the powerful first section the 
headed “The Thirteenth the Eighteenth Century”, 
which well illustrated the theme Blanche Mary 
Kelly’s book, The Well English—the continuity the 
Catholic tradition English literature. That section 
gives the note grandeur the book, which supplied 
Thomas Walsh’s anthology his excellent renderings 
the European poets, particularly the Spanish mystics. 

note struck Joyce Kilmer’s anthology, seems 
me, one friendly simplicity, rather than that 
grandeur which the other two attain great measure. 


Noyes comes more modern times, his selections be- 
come more open question, and even, some cases, 
severe criticism. is, for example, certainly not just 
Lionel Johnson’s position Catholic poetry represent 
him one twelve line poem, neither famous nor out- 
standing excellence; and Gerard Manley Hopkins not 
only inadequately represented, with three poems, but 
positively misrepresented the inclusi ion, one them, 
the pious and sentimental “Rosa Mystica”. Patmore 
and Thompson and Alice Meynell receive adequate space, 
and their poems seem well chosen. May Probyn 
rises new stature estimation through her four 
strong poems this anthology, and so, later section, 
does Sister Maris Stella through her eleven sonnets 
one lyric. One the best services such anthology 
known only, like May Probyn, through one 
regretted that Noyes has not performed that 
service for more poets this book. 


Among the contemporary poets, Noyes includes one poem 
each great number little known and not particu- 
larly distinguished poets, whom shall not single out 
name lest unkind them, and omitted completely 
poets vigor and originality, such John Louis Bonn, 
Thomas Merton, William Thomas Walsh, Clifford 
Laube, John Bunker, and James Duff. Also, though 
presenting swarm contemporary nuns, has left out 
such fine poets Sister Mary Irma, Sister Miriam, and 


Sister Mariella. Noyes himself perhaps little over- 
represented, with nine poems—though deserves that 


many Cardinal Newman deserves the seventeen 
allotted. This latter section shows, fear, preference for 
just such verse Newman’s full lofty thoughts and 
noble emotions, and containing wisp the magic 
poetry, over the strong music Lionel Johnson and the 
storm and sunlight Hopkins; but for much that here 
may grateful, and much that should here but 
not may find elsewhere. Despite the objections have 
made here, the book does seem valuable work— 
all the more for its differences from the other two 
standard anthologies the recommended 
all. 

Kenton Kilmer, 

Arlington, Virginia 


Duell. 


Aldington, Richard. The Romance Casanova. 


June 13, 1946. 344p. $3.00. 


This wholly fictitious account what purports 
the one true romance the life that otherwise fickle 
practitioner the ars amoris, Giacomo Casanova. The 
name Casanova has become synonymous with accom- 
plishment affairs (illicit) the heart but one fears 
that the members our modern “cafe society” would 
put him quite the shade quantity, least, not 
quality affairs. 


The book opens with prologue which the aged and 
decrepit Casanova begins gull his old rival, the Count 
St. Germain, with fictitious copy spiritistic book. 
Stung certain the Count’s aspersions, Casanova, 
hearing that Napoleon has just abolished the Republic 
Venice, tells the story his one true (?) love which has 
been withheld from his Memoirs through fear the 
Venetian secret police. 
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Dolorita Delehanty Best SELLER 

The story begins Venice whose patricians rule fear The title from Wisdom 6:26 “Now the multitude 
and efficient secret police—a decadent Venice where wise the welfare the whole world”. And the his though 


nobles those under their protection may they 
will long they not threaten the security the 
State. Even the suspicion that crime however pun- 
ished death. The young and lusty Giacomo, embit- 
tered his lack position, dallies with the idea 
career the Church and has even gone far the 
diaconate. But his orders did little interfere with his 
buddingly successful career seduction and his equally 
successful gambling. One night, while returning from 
interrupted assignation, rescued mysterious beauty 
from drowning the Grand Canal and fell immediately 
love with her only have her spirited away and any 
further association with her treated dangerous 
tical incident. Under the displeasure the Archbishop 
Casanova sets out for Rome only meet and seduce 
Marietta, luscious peasant, because which was 
forced flee Venice and remain hiding. Rome 
last and under the patronage Cardinal behaves 
decorously for some time but finally Carnival time 
succumbs the beauties sultry Donna Giulietta. Just 
glimpse the mysterious Henrietta through open 
window and dashes unsuccessfully pursuit her leav- 
ing the irate Giulietta with only her hopes vengeance. 


Casanova receives note from Henrietta making as- 
signation for Florence and fleeing Rome because Giu- 
lietta’s ire finally meets his love and lives idyllically 
with her for some time. But then Marietta re-enters the 
picture and Casanova attempts carry two affairs 
simultaneously. There scene when Henrietta dis- 
covers this but wins her forgiveness and the two 
Venice where Casanova arrested and thrown into 
prison. After year and half almost escapes only 
caught the last minute. The authorities then 
release him under the condition that will aid them 
capturing Austrian spy who attempting betray 
the Dalmation forts Austria. Believing this spy 
Giulietta and believing her the cause his misfor- 
tunes, Giacomo accepts only discover that the spy 
really Henriette. They make plans escape separately 
and rejoin Geneva but when Casanova dallies for 
affair with Giulietta the Austrian secret police capture 
and kill Henriette the story closes. 


Sophomoric and sexy are the words for Mr. Aldington’s 
novel. There much true love his affair with 
Henriette there was any his other affairs. Because 
the subject matter and method treatment, because 
its utter worthlessness there seems reason recom- 
mend this book any class reader. 


Dolorita, Sister M., Wisdom for Welfare. With 
introductory preface Rt. Rev. Fulton Sheen. 
Bruce. May 1946. 72p. 


Sister Dolorita presents here dramatic poem (divided 
into Prologue, Introduction, and Five Parts) depicting 
the extreme darkness “The world grown dissipated, 
vaunting, blind!” through loss faith, and pointing the 
way upward the indescribable light peace and eternal 
happiness, where man 

will find the King His beauty: 

His Tabernacle the Holy Hill: 

the mystic Light Wisdom.” 


itself timely message aimed individuals and Thorne, 
showing does the only way conquer present aid Mac 
confusions through fusion faith with works. 
evils the world are presented authentic Although 
ship cause and effect, which all effects are seen than its 
have but one cause—the abandonment God, features. 
entails does, lack love for Him, and justice into 
for our neighbor. The solution our problems fore the 
obvious, and could fairly simple, that one wishe porch and 
one reads, that the world would accept the wisdom 
poet (which also God’s Wisdom), Andy after 
angry-voiced politicians, whose “witless words stuffed the founds 
with hot conceit” much make the world’s Andy 
Wisdom for Welfare highly recommended the 
cause its timely topic and its matured poetic smile that 
excellent example writing with the whole opened the 
what known whole and entire the Year One 
that made the Image and Likeness God. time has 
James Gallagher, the 
New York City 
man has 


Delehanty, Elizabeth. psychiatric 
individt 


1946. 215p. $2.50. 

need 
When the popular vogue for novels about 
veterans was initiated several months ago was impos 

sible foresee where this tour fictional military the 
pitals would lead. Following visit with the 
narrow-minded, blind hero Lights Out, were You 
Ward Twenty. few minutes with its ignorant, vu! whose patt 
gar, sex-crazed patients and were soon scurrying 
search fresh air. Now are down South Care 
lina where the boys Year One have become involved 

bit murder and mystery. 


Year One. Dutton. May 


Speaight, 


you are wondering how the sun porch the end 
isolation corridor came its name, here the secret. 
young soldier, suddenly recovered from hysterical 
ness, looked about him, his joyous shouts proclaimed: 
like the Year One new world!” Fortunately for him 
was decreed that elsewhere during the events 
our visit. Lucky lad! 

the group that spends its daytime Year One ther 
the usual assortment men from all walks life 
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are 
Robert Spe 
actor, app 

ecket 
been 
Burns 
less 


There Mac, former radio announcer, whose book, thou 


antics furnish the boys with their daily quota viewer. 
Then Jasper, with bullet his heart and 
hand that handicap rolling the dice. Next that 
have Luke, frustrated poet, who did not lose his 
kill when wounds carried him off the battlefield. Las} the people 
the quartet Andy, victim amnesia and Unbroken 


Over the treatment his case clash the Speaight 
methods two doctors. Dr. Mosley, Andy into the 
malingerer who must cured rough, harsh think with 
regardless the outcome. Dr. Thorne, Andy, complete 
all the patients, are human beings whose cure must widely diff 
effective both physically and mentally. Finally there Though 
Mary, the ward nurse, friend all the boys, loved 
one, but secretly love with another. the four 
The plot very simple. With two murders already com Aunt 
hospital would guarded. But not this one. The ceeded 
person with clue the possible murderer Andy. 


remember, Andy mute and can only differs fror 
plicity and 
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his thoughts through weird drawings. Thanks Dr. 
Thorne, Andy regains his speech. And then, with the 


caught. 


Although Year One reaches somewhat higher plane 


than its predecessors not without its objectionable 
features. When the murderer captured the boys take 
justice into their own hands. Instead bringing him be- 
fore the authorities they lead him the balustrade the 
porch and force him jump. Likewise bad taste, 
not suggestive, the scene between Mary and 
Andy after the latter’s recov ery (p. 163-166). Once again 
the foundation their love purely physical. Urged 
Andy return his room the evening Mary has 
the supervisor cover her calls for her. “Then with 
smile that held all the glow and promise her love, she 
opened the door and went in.” 


Year One leaves this reviewer with one impression. The 
time has come for the book world forget that nebulous 
idea the veteran being “problem child”. They should 
convinced all evidence that the returning service 
man has refused become problem. But these pseudo- 
psychiatric novelists still insist looking these men 
individuals who have strayed from normality and 
need readjustment. their credit must said 
that they consider this condition only temporary. And 
acure usually effected. only the same could said 
for the novelists themselves. 


miss nothing you avoid Year One and the others 
whose pattern follows. 
Francis Ullrich, 
New York City 


* 


Speaight, Robert. The Unbroken Heart. Basilian Press. 
1946. $2.50. 


are reminded the publishers this novel that 
Robert Speaight has achieved distinguished successes 
actor, appearing Hibbert “Journey’s End” and 
ecket Eliot’s “Murder the Cathedral”. There have 
been applied his performances such phrases those 
Burns Mantle, “magnificently poised, nobly eloquent”. 
less praise due Speaight writer for this, his third 
book, though the first come the attention this re- 
viewer. His unmistakably the poise, the sureness, 
master. style clarity and simplicity itself, having 
that deceptive excellence that makes unnoticeable 
apane clear glass between the reader and the minds 
the people the story. Being psychological novel, The 
Unbroken Heart tempts comparison with Henry James. 
Speaight has the same ability take his reader directly 
into the minds his characters, where can feel and 
think with them; and the same ability present with 
complete sympathy the thoughts and feelings people 
widely differing and violently odds with one another. 
Though primarily study one man, Desmond Mac- 
namara, the novel presents equally rounded picture 
the four principal characters, Desmond’s classical pagan 
Aunt Margaret, his agnostic psychiatrist and friend, Dr. 
Gautier, the friendly and wholesome girl almost suc- 
ceeded loving, Rhoda Charles, and the pianist, Arnaldo 
Petti, Catholic unassuming but heroic virtue. Speaight 
differs from Henry James, though, not only 
plicity and directness his style, compared with the 


Speaight Carver Welty 


interwoven complexity James’s mannered prose, but 
the fact that James himself seemed generally 
state indecision about fundamental problems, while 
through all Speaight’s writing one feels that stand- 
ing the solid bedrock Catholic ethics and faith. 
Somehow this feeling pervades the novel despite the fact 
that four out the five chief persons are non-Cath- 
olics, and that there very little discussion religion, 
either the characters the author. 


outline the plot would utterly unfair novel 
subtly and delicately handled, which almost all 
the important action takes place within the minds the 
persons, and shall therefore give none here. should 
mentioned, however, that two incidents, morally and 
artistically justified the demands the plot, might 
cause some shock the sensibilities adolescents. 
any case, however, the book intended for adult audi- 
ence, and for such audience recommended 
without reserve, and, fact, with enthusiasm. 
richly satisfying experience read book once in- 
tensely interesting, successful work art, and view 
life permeated with Catholic philosophy. 

Kenton Kilmer, 

Arlington, Virginia 


Carver, George. Alms for Oblivion. Bruce. 


1946. 325p. $3.00. 


Professor Carver has lectured for many years the de- 
velopment English biography; this group essays— 
several them published before Catholic magazines— 
the result that experience. has taken care 
picture both the biographer and his subject, and dif- 
ferentiate between good and bad reporting, very short 
chapters such authors More, Harpsfield, Cavendish, 
Walton, Dryden, Johnson, Boswell, Irving, Lockhart, 
Macaulay, Carlyle, and, among the moderns, Gamaliel 
Bradford and Lytton Strachey. The author’s style ap- 
pears best advantage the last; elsewhere con- 
siderably the pedestrian side. The book will prove 
helpful those who have not read larger studies the 
course English biography; the short and apt quotations 
may attract such reader larger portions the biog- 
raphers themselves; appended bibliography adequate. 


James Tobin 


May 20, 


Welty, Eudora. Delta Wedding. Harcourt, Brace. May, 
1946. 247p. $2.75. 


the manner Debussy’s “Les Nuages” Sibelius’ 
“Swan Tuonela” Miss Eudora Welty has written ex- 
ercise decorative prose which results less novel than 
the creation various impressions, special effects, and 
often illuminating and strangely beautiful word pictures. 
This book has been rather ecstatically praised members 
the literati, but the present reviewer fails achieve 
artistic excellence simply because fails achieve the 
proper object its form: the telling story. Has Miss 
Welty succeeded creating few passages, 
yes; but the work whole suffers because there 
organic wholeness the plot, selection detail 
(Aristotle’s theory “Imitation” might well studied 
the author) and, what worse, because the in- 
credibly drawn-out and detailed exposition, the superb 
prose becomes woefully dull. 


SEEN 
fi 
> 
| 
a 
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The story concerns little nine year old girl, Laura Mc- 
Raven, who goes visit her mother’s people, the Fair- 
childs, their plantation named Shellmound. Her cousin 
Dabney married and the entire book devoted 
the multitudinous and diverse factors attendant upon any 
wedding: the gathering the relatives, the presents, the 
food, the flighty and emotionally unstable bride. The 
story drifts over seven days the lives these people. 
But does not even move rectilinear fashion; that 
indeed would give some semblance action. Rather 
travels curvulinear style, coming back again and again 
the starting point, piling mountainous array detail 
the process. 

Morally, the book flawless, and can recommended 
for any adult. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery--- June Selection 


Powell, Richard. Shoot You Must. Simon and Schus- 
ter. June 1946. 214p. $2.00. 


This the fourth the hilarious adventures Andy and 
Arab Blake, antique dealer and pistol expert respectively, 
who now recapture the gaiety and effective mysterious- 
ness their initial appearance, and avoid the too smart 
dialogue which tripped the plot their last riot. Andy 
still Washington and still uniform, but almost out. 


During the course the story “out” several times, 
for this the rough-and-tumble breed, with blackjacks 


striking the dark, wild rides night, jailbreaks, im- 
ported strong men from New York, and strange houses 
which withstand tear gas, but not flames. 


The appearance some fake Renaissance jewelry—so 
good that looks like the genuine Cellini—starts the ball 
rolling; there also the appearance American money 
stolen the Nazis the early conquest Europe, 
South American visitor with the makings future 
dictator, and the Blakes’ favorite rural sheriff. The plot 
moves fast: Arab does most the talking and tricks all 
the villains; Andy takes all the spills for her. They are 
still love, and the marital thermometer reaches into the 
high farenheits; the author, usual, drags blonde 
negligee across the scene, which causes some overly smart 
doubletalk places. the main, Powell stands out 
one the best investments the Inner Sanctum. 


Eberhart, Mignon Five Passengers from Lisbon. Ran- 


dom House. May 20, 1946. 242p. $2.00. 


lifeboat, rowing away through darkness and storm, 
Lisbon-cleared and Buenos Aires-bound, were five pas- 
sengers, ship’s officer and two seamen. There was Gili 
Duvrey, falsely blonde, luxuriantly curved, and predatory. 
There were Daisy Belle and Luther Cates, wealthy and 
socially-secure American ex-patriates. And there were 
Michel Banet, alias Andre Messac, one-time 
cently released from German prison camp, his 
American fiancée, Marcia Colfax, the focal character 
the story. 


Rescued Red Cross mercy ship, the storm victims 
learned that the collapse the officer, “big, dark, 


Powell Eberhart Index 


man”, had been due not exhaustion but 
plunged into his back. Because the killer was now 
board the hospital ship, Captain Svensen considered 
self responsible for his passengers’ safety and for the 
murderer’s apprehension. For personal reasons one 
the patients the ship, Josh Morgan, was 
terested the case. And her surprise and comfort 
one attack followed another the fog-filled 
the ship and three more the passengers died, 
found herself becoming deeply interested 
Morgan. 
Interesting for its picture collaborationist 
German, American and French—in occupied France, 
always Miss Eberhart’s work successful its atmos 
phere dread and sinister anticipation, the plot thi 
thriller overly involved and bit weak motivation, 
Moreover, the ends tie together almost too neatly. 
features are the picture floating war hospital and the 
consistency with which the focus attention main. 
tained. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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